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ADDRESSING 


CONSIDERPD. 


HE Writer of this Paper is one who is firmly perſwa- 
ded of the Doctrine of the Trinity, according to the- 
plain, literal, genuine Meaning of the firſt Article of 

the Church of England. And, in conſequence of this 
Perſwaſion, he is of the Number of thoſe who lament the late 


Growth of the Arian Hereſy among us ; and he abhors the new 


Evaſive Methods of fubfcribing to our Articles ;, and has moreover 
a juſt Senſe of the Honour done to the Church, when Perſons of 


great Figure and Diſtinction among the Fahy Were the pub- 


lick Defence of its Doctrines, tho it ſhould be with leſs Strength, 
Learning and Judgment, than the Earl of Nottingham has done. 

But he is one who is a great Lover, as of the Doctrines, ſo 
alſo of the Peace, Order and Unity of the Church; and, in con- N 
ſequence of that, is very jealous of all Practices which he thinks 
have a Tendency to undermine or affect theſe, and believes that 


nothing will preſerve them ſo well, as a ſtrict Regard to the 


Rules of the Church, and, above 
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4 The Caſe of ADDRESSING, Conſider L. 

. «ably to that Subordination, in which the Government of it is found. 
ed. Long Experience has taught him, That whenever Men take 
-up an Humour of running into new Ways which the Conſtitu- 

tion knows not, Diviſion and Confuſion muſt unayoidably follow; 
That ſuch Innovations are the more to be ſuſpected, when the 

are begun upon plauſible ' Occaſions, and carried on with Noiſe 
and Popularity; That tho ſometimes they are owing merely to 
:the Zeal of ſuch Men, who weigh not Conſequences, and who 
reckon they can do no Miſchief, as long as they mean none; 
vet, moſt commonly, theſe new Devices are accompany'd with 
Views and Deſigns which none are let into, but the main Actors: 
Or, tho' they be ever lo innocent in the Intention, and ever ſo 
well meant in the Inſtance to which they are firſt apply'd, the 
Hime Practice which ſerves an innocent Purpoſe now, may, 
when eſtabliſhed, ſerve very miſchievous ones hereafter. 

Whether the late Humour of addreſſing the Earl of Nottingham 
and the Biſhop of Cheſter, be not of the Number of thoſe Prac- 
tices, is humbly referred to our Governours in Church and Stat 
upon the following Conſiderations ; which, for Method's ſake, 
Mall be reduced to three Heads: 1. With regard to Both, as both 
are Addreſſes to SUBJECTS. 2. With regard to the Addreſſes 
preſented to the Earl of Nottingham, as they are publick Decla- 
Tations of an Qpyinion concerning DOCTRINE, made by the 
Clergy of particular Diſtricts, aſſembled in the Viſitation of the 
Archdeacon. 3. With regard to the Addreſſes preſented to the 
Lord Biſhep of Cheſter, as they are publick Declarations on a Point 
REN”, while it is depending before the eſtabliſhed Courts of 

_ Juſtice. „ 7 pe T 


I. Both the forementioned Addrefſes are made and preſented to 
SUBJECTS. I know not, that our written Laws hive any where 
taken Notice of Addreſſes, or to whom they {hall or may be made; 
but I think Cuſtom (which is the Foundation ſof the Common 
v Law) has appropriated them to the Throne, and made them the 
peculier Tribute of Subjects to their Sovereign. The two Houſes 
of Parl ament receive the Petitions of the Subjects, but | have not 
heard that either Huuſe has gone ſo far as to receive Addrefles 
from the Subject, or that Subjects have ever gone ſo far as to 
offer them: And yet one would think, that if ſuch Addreſſes 
might regularly be made to others, as well as to the Crown, che 
Lords and Commons (the other two Branches of the Legiſlature) 
mould, next to the Crown, ſtand faiteſt for that Honour, ON, ' 


* * 
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his Privilege could be ſeparated from the Crown, one would 
naturally hope, that private Subjects, before they aſſume or al- 
low it, ſhould let the other Branches of the Royal Family lead the 
way, and be firſt ſerv'd. Whereas I have not heard, nor I dare ſay 
ever ſhall hear, that any one Branch of the Royal Family did ever 
receive Addreſſes from the Subject; except the Prince of Mals, 
_ he was Regent, and as ſuch was veſted with Royal Au- 
i | BL „ 
This may ſeem a ſlight thing to thoſe, who have never conſider- 
ed how much the Dignity of Government, and the inward Re- 
verence that is due to it, are preſerved and maintained by theſe 
outward Ceremonies and Tokens of Reſpect; how greatly thofe 
Appearances conduce to preſerve: that Subordination, in which the 
very Eſſence of Government conſiſts; and how faſt a Prince, 
when he is diveſted of theſe, ſlides into the Condition of a pri- 
vate Perſon: In a Word, how many petty Princes this one Cere- 
mony of Addreſſing would quickly raiſe among us, if it were to 
grow into à Practice; as (between the deſigning and unthinking 
Part of Mankind) ſuch Fancies are apt enough to grow into 
However, if Addreſſes were made only to Perſons in Authority, 
and upon Incidents happening within the Bewnds of that Au- 
thority (to a Lord Lieutenant, for inſtance, from his County and 
in Relation to the Affairs of that ſingle County ;) in ſuch Caſe it 
might be alledged, that he is the Repreſentative of his Prince, that 
therefore the Reſpect is not properly paid to him, but to the Prince 
whom he has the Honour to repreſent, and, that the Perſons ad- 
dreſſing, and the Matters concerning which they addreſs, are both _ 
confin'd within the proper Limits of his Juriſdiction. All this 
might look very fair and plauſible ; and yer I am afraid, as inno- 
cent as it looks, if this were to be the Practice of every County, 
we ſhould quickly ſee the Face of our Government changed into 
fo many little Seignories, or Principalitics. But when theſe Royal 
Reſpects begin to be tender'd to private Perſons, and the Reſpedts 
themſelves are not Local but National, and there is no Pretence 
to ſay that the Prince has the leaſt Share of e ee or that 
it can terminate any where but ſingly in the Perfon addrefled to; 
in this Caſe (and this is our preſent Cafe) the Government of a 
Nation is nearly concerned to attend to the fir/# Beginnings of 
fuch a Practice; if Iknow any thing either of the Nature of Go- 
vernment, or the Nature of Mankind, 02 OT les 
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"6 The Caſe of ADDRESSING, Confader'd. 
II. That which comes next under Confideration,- is; the parti 
cular. Point of addrefling the Earl of Nottinghaws for his Orthodux 
Deſence of the Doctrine of the Trinity ; as fuch Addreſſes are 
publick Declarations of an Opinion concerning Doctrine, made 
by the Clergy of particular Diſtricts, aſſembled in the Viſitation of 
the Archdeacon. Now, all ſuch Declarations are conceived to 
be, In themſelves Legal; In the manner of them, Irregular; and 
in their Conſequences, highly prejudicial to the Peace, Order, and 
Unity of the Church. ; et ian 
Concerning the Hlegality of fuch Declaratioris, how clear ſo- 
ever I may be in my own Judgment, yet am I obliged: to ſpeak of 
it with particular Caution and Tenderneſs, leſt I be thought to 
arraign ſome Perſons of great Dignity and Worth, who, toge- 
ther with many of the Infertor Clergy, have been led into this 
Method, thro' a well-meaning Zeal for the Doctrine of the 
Church. And therefore I ſhall go no further upon this Head, 
than to propoſe ſome Doubts (which to me ſeem very material) 
to the Enquiry and Conſideration of thoſe who are better skill'd 
in our Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Laws, viz. . | 
Whether, the proper Ends and Purpoſes of Viſitations being af« 
ſigned and limited by the Laws of the Church, and the Clergy 
being legally ſummoned to them for thafe Purpoſes nh; they. 
may, under the Authority of fuch Summons, and conſiſtently. 
with it, proceed to Buſineſs wholly foreign to thoſe Purpoſes ;. 
and further, may come to Agreements and Reſolutions about ſuch 
foreign Buſineſs, in the Name of the Clergy aſſembled at the Viſitation 
of the Archdcacon ? | 14. 43 1% | | 1 
Whether any Buſinefs that is tranfacted in an Archidiaconal Vi- 
ſitation, or any Reſolutions that are taken by the Clergy aſſem- 
bled therein (tho' we ſhould ſuppoſe them to be /egally tranſac- 
ted and taken there) may, by Law, be carried into Execution. with 
out the Bounds of ſuch Archdeaconry ? 7 


£ 


Whether all Enquiry and Cognizance relating to. Do&rine, is 
not appropriated by the Laws of the. Church to Archbiſhops and 
Biſhops, exclufive of Archdeacons 2 . | 

Whether, in a National Church, after the Law 


s. Eccleſiaſtical 


and Civil have once declared and determined what the Doc 
erines are which ſhall be profefs d; even the. Archbiſhaps and Bi- 
Mops may make any Declarations and Deciſiens, What ſhall be 

the Senſe of thoſe Doctrines, and what is agreeable or diſagree- 
able to them, otherwiſe than in their Couits eſtabliſhed by the 


* 
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The Cafe of ADDRESSING, Conſder d-. . 
fame Laws, and upon Proceſles inſtituted before them in 2 ju... 
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Whether even the Legiſlzture it ſelf (conſidered as ſuch) can, 

after the Articles are fo eſtabliſhed, intermeddte in determining- 
What is the proper Senfe and Extent. of fach- Articles, and what: _ 
*-ſhall be judged agreeable or diſagreeable to them, otherwiſe than 
by © Denny Long ITT OT oo Ty Fe Tg 1 

Whether the Diſputes, Declarations, and Acknowledgments of: 

private Perſons, by writing or otherwiſe, in relation to any Doc- 
trine ; be not Things very different in the Eye of the Law, from 
publick Declarations made and ſubſcribed by Bodies of Men, and 


eſpecially in legal Aſſemblies? 335 
Theſe Enquiries are humbly propoſed to the Conſideration of: 

Perſons learned in our Laws, in relation to the. Legalicy or Ile 

galicy of ſuch Addreſſes. W 9 r 


BUT tho we ſhould fuppoſe the Addreſſing in this manner to- 
be an Act ſtrictly Legal, that is, not contrary. to any expreſs, poſta - 
tive Law of Church or State; yet when it is done by the Cler-- 

gy, without the Advice, Direction, or Gonfent of their Biſhop; . 
it is certainly an IR REGULAR Act, and contrary to that 
Duty and Reſpect which the Clergy owe their Biſhop, by the 
general Frame and Natute of an Epiſcopal Church. Let Notbing 
be done by the Presbyters or Deacons with ut be Tudgment of the Riſpop, 
is the great Rnle preſcribed to the Clergy by the ancient Canons 
of the Catholick Church; and tho' National Churches, and our 
own in particular, have marked out the Duty of the Clergy by 
expreſs Rules and Canons, in the more common and ordinary 
Caſes,. and fo far there is no Need of Recourſe to the Biſhop fon 
Advice or Direction; yet in Caſes which are new and doubtful, . 
and about whichthe written Laws of the Church are wholly filent, 
it is the Duty of the Clergy, as much as. ever, to betake theme 
ſelves to their Biſhop for his Counſel, and to pay a dutiful Re- 
gard to his Judgment and Direction; and in no-fuch Cafe to ach 
2vithout, and much leſs againſt it. This is what we mean by the 
Canonical Duty and Obedience: of the Clergy to their: Biſhopz net only Os - 
bedience in Caſes where the Laws expreſly require ir; and have pros - 
vided a Puniſhment for Diſobedience ; but all that Duty and Re- 
gard-vhicharifes fromthe Frame and Nature of an Exiſcopal Church, 
tho perhaps not ac and provided ſor by any extreſi Rules; . 
nor directly enforced; by: any particular Penalties. Accordingly . 
(not to have Recourle: co foreign nnn i 
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He Ge of ADDRESSING, Confider. 
by our learned Lyndword, {De Conſt: Tr. Quia Ingbedientig) 
Nota, quod Obedientia conſiſtit in tribus, ſd, Reveremid eubibepds, 


manlato ſaſcipien do, & 'Judicia ſubeundo. And elſewhere (Tit. de 
Mas & , Qbed. c. ,Presbyteris) he has theſe remarkable Words, 
Et nota circa banc Materiam Obedientiæ, quod Obedientis que debe- 
tur homini ab homine, cft debita minoris ad majorem Reverentia ; unde, 
ſi mandatur id quod juſtum eſt, obediend um eſt ; fi injuſtum, nequaquam 3 
I dubium, tunc illud propter bonum Obedientiæ eſt coplendums - © 
Io this Kind of Duty and Obedience every Incumbent binds 
Hhiqmſelf at his Inflitution, by an expreſs Oath; which, no doubt, was 
deſigned by the Church to engage the Conſciences of the Clergy to a 
general Regard and Duty to their Biſhop z not only in Matters itritly 
legal, but alſo in Matters prudential, that is, in ſuch Events and 
Emergencies, ſor which the Laws of the Church have made no 
expreſs Proviſion. And this is one Diſtinction, among others, be- 
tween Diſſenting and Epiſcopal Miniſters. The Miniſters of Diſſen- 
ting Congregations govern themſelves in all new and doubtſul 
Caſes, their own mutual Conſultations and Reſolutions; 
and theſe with them, are final: whereas Epiſcopal Miniſters, 
whatever Conſultations they may hold among themſelves, or 
whatever their own Opinions may be, cannot regularly form - 
nal Reſolutions, or proceed to Action, without the Judgment 
and Di:eRtion of their Biſhop. And they who act otherwiſe 
(whatever their Pretences may be) ceaſe ſo far to be Miniſters 
of an Epiſcopal Church, and do what in them lies to give it the 
Face of Presbyteri.in, or Independent, or any thing but Epiſcopal. ' 
And it were well, if ſuch Practices did only change the out- 
ward Face of an Epiſcopal Church; but it is certain, that they un- 
dermine the very Conſtitution of it. Particularly, ic is moſt 
clear, that the Practice under our preſent Conſideration (if once 
- eftabliſhed) would be highly prejudicial to the PEACE, OR- 
DER, and UNITY of the Church of England. For when once 
zt ſhall be judged legal and regular for the Clergy of any parti- 
cular Diſtrict; to make ſuch publick Declarations of their Opi- 
nions in Matters of Doctrine, and to determine what is agreeable - 
_ ©: diſagreeable to the. Articles of our Church; it may and muſt 
fall out in many Caſes, that the Clergy.of one Diſtrict will differ 
an Opinion from thoſe of another in the ſame Dioceſe, and even 
the ſame Archdeaconry, and will accordingly make their diffe- 
rent Declarations. And by this means, the great End of thole 
Articles is defeated ; which are exprefly. ſaid, in the Title, to 


dave decn-agreed upon by the Axchbilbops and. Biſhops ef both 


Pro- 
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The Caſe of ADDRESSING, cf 9 
' Provinces, and the whole Clergy, for the avoiding of Diverſities of 

Opinions. In all Ages, and almoſt at all Times; there is one Con- 

troverſy or another among learned Men, concerning Points of 

Religion; which being managed with Temper, and read with 
Seriouſneſs and Impartiality, are uſeful Aſſiſtances to private Per- 

ſons, towards the forming .a more exact Judgment upon the Points | 
under Debate. But if, on ſuch Occaſions, the Clergy are to de- 
clare in Publick Bodies for this or that Senſe or Opinion, and in 
effect to liſt under this or that Writer, and to make their Ad- 

dreſſes to them according to the different Judgments which thoſe 
ſeparate Bodies may fall into; it is eaſy to foreſee what a terri= _ 
ble Effect this muſt have upon the Peace, Order, and Unity of 
the Church. There may be Deanry againit Deanry, Archdea- 
conry againſt Archdeaconry, Univerſity againſt Univerſity, Dio- 
ceſe againſt Dioceſe, and even Province againſt Province. For it 
is very obſervable, what | noted before, that the Articles of our 
Church were «greed upon by the Archbiſhops, Biſhops and Clergy 
of BOTH PROVYINCES, for the avoiding Diverſities of Opinions, 
and for the Fſt bliſhing of Conſent touching true Religion ; by which, 
thoſe Articles become a Rule to this e National Church. And 
it deſerves Conſideration, what Effect it would have upon the 

Peace, and/Unity of this National Church, if the Archbiſhops, 

. Biſhops, and Clergy of one Province, ſhould make a Declara- 
tion concerning, the Agreement or Diſagreement of any Doctrine 
to this or that Arcicle, different from a Declaration made by the 
Archbiſhop, Biſhops, and Clergy of the other Province. And 
much more does it deſerve to be confidered, what terrible Confu- 
fion it would raile in the Church, and what Diſtractions it would 

make among the Members of ir, if a Way were once opened, for 
the Clergy in an Archidiacomal Viſitation, and at every Stege of ſuch 
Viſitation, co run into pie, Declarations, one againſt ano- 
ther. 5 . | 1 

Nor is it at all to the purpoſe, to ſay, that no ſuch Oppoſition 
has happened in the preſent Cale of the Earl of Nottingham; be- 
cauſe if this Practice of Declaring and Addreſſing be once efta- 
bliſhed as legal and regular, the Clergy of every Diſtrict will be 
the Judges, when, in wliat manner, ard to whom, the Addreſ- 
ſes thall be made; and thoſe of one Diſtrict will be ſo far from 
forbearing to addreſs, becauſe their Neighbours of the next 
Diſtrict are not of their Mind, that the very Difference of Opi- 
nion will make both more zealous, and more eager, in addreſſing 
their ſeveral Leaders. 5 ; 14H 
ny | C R 
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„ The Caſe of ADDRESSING, Conſider d. 

To ſhow, how neceſſary it is to give a Check to all ſuch Inno- 
vations at the Beginning, and how faſt they grow if an carly 
Stop be not put to them; we peed go no further, than the very 
Caſe now before us, of addrefling the Earl of Ning bm. The 
Practice firſt ſet out, upon a Recommendation of it from the Bi- 
Mop, to the Clergy aſſembled in the Viſitation of the Arch- 
deacon ; the next Step was, an Addreſs of the Archdeacon and 
Clergy, wichout the Confent or Knowledge of the Biſhop ; the 
next to that was, an Addreſs of the Clergy, in Deffance of the 
Archdeacon ; and I doubt not but the next will be in Defiance 
of the Biſhop. For, to ſhow how fruicful ſuch Innovations 
are in miſchievous Conſequences to the Peace, Order, and U- 


nity. of the Church; even Addreſſing and Non-addreſſing begins to 


be a Party-Cauſe among the Clergy ; to fuch a degree, that in 
fome Places I doubt it is hard to keep the Peace, 

perſwade them to forbear very ſevere Cenfures againſt each 
other ; one fide, as wanting Zeal for the Doctrins of the 
Church, and the other fide, as overthrowing the Order and 
Government of it. And if this Practice of addreſſing be able to 


raiſe ſach Heats, while both Sides are of the [ame Opinion with 


Regard to the Doctrine; what Flames will it not raiſe among 
them, when their Declarations ſhall be oppoſite in Point of 
Doctrine, and Addreſſes ſhall be poſted away, from the feveral 
Stages of Viſttation, to the differ 

Points in Controverſy, 


III. FROM the Determination of Matters of Dochine in Af 
ſemblies which had no Right to meddle in that Work; this Hu- 


mour of Addrefling has run it ſelf into the determining a 
Matter of LAM, while it is depending before its proper Court 


which has the only Right to meddle with it. What mean, is 
the Caſe of the Lord Biſhop of Cheſter, in relation to a Book writ- 


U wen by his Lordſhip againſt the Right of the Archbiſhops of Canter- 


| bury to beſtow qualifying Degrees; a Point, which has been de- 


pending a good while before the ordinary Courts of Fuſtice, and 


is to receive a Determination at this Summer-Aſſizes. But that 
the Judges may know their Duty before-hand, and give Judgment 

at their peril in favour of the Doctrine of that Book, it has 
lately received fome very ſolemn and publick Sanctions; one par- 


and to 


ent Heads and Managers of the 


4 


ticularly from ſome of the Clergy in that very Dioceſe, within 


which the Cauſe is to be tryed ; who, above. all others, mig he 


have held their Hands, and have had Patience, as being within | 


* 


The Caſe f ADDRESSING, Conf. tu. 
ſo near a View of making themſelves Ear- witneſſes of what 
ſhould be {aid upon that Point by the learned Council and Judges. 
This is another Teſtimony of the preſent Fondneſs for Addreſſing, + 
that is got into the Heads of Men; and ſhows how greedily an 
Ixrregularity is ſwallowed, and how faſt it ſpreads; and that, when 
it is once thown to the World, there is no Shape fo abſurd or ir- 


regular, in which it will not appear. 


The ſame Profe ſſion that 1 made at the Beginning, of my Af. 


fection to the Dectrines of the Church, I can with great Truth re- 
peat here in relation to the Degrees of the Univerſities, To the- 


Univerſities themſelves, I wiſh the greateſt Blefling that Nur- 


ſeries of Learning can or ought to delice, and that is, a peace- 
able Enjoyment, of their Studies, without moleſting, or being 
moleſted ; and fo far am I from deſiring to detract from the Ho- 
nour of their Degrees, that it is my moſt ſincere and earneſt Wiſh: 
to ſee them ever (ruly honourable, by being made the peculiar Re- 
wards of Lear ing, Virtue and Sobriety ; always confer'd with- 
ſuch ſteady Impartiality, and ſuch exact Care, as to be deny'd 
to none who have thofe Qualities, nor granted to any one Man 
who wants them: Than which, I am ſure, there cannot be a 
Wiſh more conducing to the Humour, either of the Univerſi- 
ties, or their Degrees. But at the fame time, I ſhall be ſorry to 
| ſee the Day (that dangerous Day to the Church of England) when 
any. Expreſſion of Good Will to the Rights of the See of Canter 
bury, thall be deem'd an Expreſſion of Enmity to the Rights of 
the Univerſities. » Having made this Profeſſion, I will now 


proceed to the Book, and the Sandtions which it has receiv d. 


I am ſenſible, that I ought to be very tender in what I fay con- 
cerning the Writing and Publiſhing of that Book, becauſe it is the 
Performance of a Right Reverend Prelate, who is entitled by his 
Character and Learning to be treated with great Deference and 
Reſpet. But I cannot forbear to obſerve one. Difference between 
the Caſe of his Lord{hip, and that of the Earl of Nottingham. The 
Earl wrote: his Book after the Doctrine of the Trinity had been 
openly. artacked ; after an Appeal had been a long time made to 
Mankind, and the Caſe was properly before them, and no Court 
of Judicature was at all concern din it: And, upon all theſe Ac- 
counts, the Writing avid Publiſhing of the Book was not only re- 
gular, but highly commendable. Whereas the Biſhop, in his Caſe, 
made the firſt Appeal co the World, and by that Appeal did, as 
far as in him lay, take it out of the Hands of. the proper . 
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12 TheCaſe of ADDRESSING, Conſider d. 
before whom ic was depending, and who alone had the Cogni- 
zance of it. Now, with his Lordſhip's Leave, this way of pub- 
liſhing States of Caſes which are depending before the eſtabliſh'd 
Courts of Juſtice, and of diſperſing them thro' the Nation 
with the Diligence that this is known to have been diſperſed, is 
a very unuſual, and, I will add, a very unwarrantable Method of 
Proceeding. It is eaſy for Writers who are skill'd in Controver- 
ſy, to put a fair Face upon any Cauſe, and to dreſs it out by 
ſpecious and plauſible Arguments; which yet may, and often do, 
appear very weak and contemptible, when they come before 
Courts of Juſtice, where nothing is heard or regarded but plain 
Fact and Law, „%% ůũꝶ 
However, they are ſuch Gloſſes as ſerve to amuſe the Vul- 
gar, and may ſometimes impoſe even upon learned Men; and the 
Conſequence of this Prepoſſeſſion will always be, the awing and 
inſulting Courts of Juſtice by popular Clamour ; and in caſe the 
Judges find themſelves obliged to give a contrary Judgment, how 
well ſoever it be founded, there is a Spirit ready raiſed to 
arraign them as partial and unjuſt ; and, in ſuch Circum- 
ſtances, it is well if their Perſons eſcape without Indignities and 
Affronts. And it is no ſmall Hardſhip upon the Jury too, who, 
in Caſe their Verdict ſhall oppoſe the Doctrine ſo infuſed, have no- 
thing to expect from a prepeſ/c/ed Country, but Cenſure and Abuſe, 
I will add, that under ſuch Influences it will be very hard for the 
Sheriff to find a Jury that ſhall be not only unbiaſſed and unpre- 
judiced in their Judgments, but fhall moreover have the Courage 
to do Juſtice, contrary to the ſtrong Impreſſions made before hand 
on che Minds of the Country, and under the Apprehenſion of the 
Treatment which they are to expect, it their Verdict run counter 
to the popular Cry. 1 us 3 1 5 11 
Upon theſe Accounts, and that Juſtice may have its free Courſe, 
and be adminittred in an unbiaſsd, impartial and peaceable Man- 
ner; the Law, after it has taken Poſſeſſion of the Cauſe, allows 
no Appeal to the People: On the contrary, it guards, with the 
greateſt Diligence, againſt extrajudicial Prejudices and Impreſſi- 
ons, of all kinds, in favour of either Side ; and eſpecially, it 
eſteems all publick Appeals to the People, an Encroachment, or 
rather an Ingauiſſtion, upon ire oo th nn 5 ig Le 
If it be ſaid, that in Cauſes depending by Appeal before the 
Houſe of Peers, both Sides are allowed to ſet forth their Caſes in 
Print, in order to the Hearing; the Fact (I believe) is true, but 
it has no manner of Operation in the preſent Point: ſince thoſe 
” 0 Caſes 
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The Caſe ADDRESSMN , Gon j] 1 
Caſes are little more than ſhore Acccunts of the Courſe which the, 
Cauſe has taken in the Courts below, and are delivered equally by 
both Sides, and to the Judges only; who being very numerous, and, 
having the Weight of the Natienel Affairs upon them in their Legi-, 
ſlative Capacity, ought to have the Exerciſe of their Judicial Power. 
made as eaſy to them as poſſible, for the greater Diſpatch of more 
Important Buſineſs. In theſe Circumſtances, fuch a Prepara- 
tion may be uſeful, and in ſome fore neceſſary; and can be at- 
tended with no Inconveniencies, as long as it is an Information 
which they themſelves allow and expect, and which is received at. 
the ſame time from both the Parties, and is confined to the Judges. 
alone. But ſuch Printing is not practiſed, ner even tolerated or: 
endur'd, in other Courts; where the Judges are few, and are at- 
tending wholly to that Work, and are alſo Lawyers by Profeſſion ;. 
and, upon all theſe Accounts, cannot ſtand in need of any ſuch. 
Aſſiſtance. But ſuppoſe it were practiſed every where under the. 
foregoing Limitations, How would ſuch an Information. of the Fudgrs,,.. 
warrant an Appeal to tbe Pecple from the Fudges? which is the Irre- 
gularity complain'd of, and that very juſtly and deſervedly, in- 
the reien a? ? ety. 3 N 


But whatever might be ſaid in Defence of publiſhing and diſc, 
perſing the Book, while the Cauſe is depending before a Court» 
of Judicature, nothing can warrant the giving ſuch Publick Sanctions 
to the Doctrine of it as thoſe Addrefles have done, when it has 
not received ſo much as a Hearing before the proper Court. To. 
form even a private Judgment for one's ſelf upon the reading or- 
hearing of one Side only, cannot be cleared from the Imputation of> 
Forwardneſs and Partiality; and if ſuch raſh Judgment may not- 
_ Rand clear of Reproach in any: Cale, the Circumſtances in the 

preſent Caſe, of forming it in a Point which is before a Court of- 
Judicature, and of publiſhing it to all the World, are by no means 
r {ft oo oh 

If it be alledg'd, that, tho it is well known that.this Perfor-- 
mance of the Lord Biſhop: of Cheſter was dilpers'd over the King- 
dom with the greateſt Diligence, and, after that, was publiſh'd, .. 
and advertis'd in form, yet no Reply was made in Vindication of- 
the Rights of the See of Canterbuzxy, and that therefore this. Silence 
on the part ofchis Grace the Lord Archbiſhop, was in effect a 
yielding and giving up the Point to the Biſhop: To this the An- 
iwer is obvious, that what was Irregular in the Biſhop, could not be : 
Regular intho Archbiſhop; anche t Huce⸗ no doubt, and others 
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14 The Caſe of ADD RESSING, Conſicler d. 
vho are concerned for the Rights of that See, underſtood their 
Duty to Courts of Judidature too well, to think, that any Provo- 
.cation whatſoever could warrant the taking the Work out of 
their Hands, and referring a Point to the Determination of the 
People, after it was brought judicially before its proper Court. 
And tho' this Silence has been interpreted an Acquieſcence, and 
a giving up the Cauſe, and no ſmall Triumph has been raiſed up- 
on it; yet I will ſubmit it to the Judgment of every impartial Man, 
which of theſe is the better Sign that any Perſon is aſſur'd and 
convinc'd of the Goodneſs of his Cauſe, To refer it to the Exami- 
nation and Deciſion of a legal Court of Judicacure, and to wait: 
in a quiet and {pope way for that Deciſion ; or, in a diſtruſt 
of that, To lead Mankind by artful Methods into a Partiality for the 
Cauſe, and to call in the Aſſiſtance of popular Courſes. Nor would 
J have the Addreſſers and their Friends too much exalted, upon 
the preſent Silence of the other Side: A Day of Reckoning may 
come, in proper and convenient time; and if fome who have 
weigh'd and confider'd both Sides of the Queſtion, be not very _ 
much deceiv'd, the Addreſſers will then be heartily aſham'd of 
themſelves, and wiſh, for their own Honour, that their Sanction 
had been ſuſpended, till they alſo had conſider'd both Sides, and till 
the Point could receive a regular Determination from its proper 
e. c 7k A; 


._ THIS is what I had to offer concerning the new Methods of 
ADDRESSING ; che Irregularities and ill Conſequences of which 
appear to be ſo many and ſo great, that I am not without hopes of 
ſeeing the Clergy convinc'd, that it is high time to put an End toſo 
dangerous a Practice. I doubt not, but thoſe who have already ad- 
dreſſed, were led into it unwarily by a well meant Teal for the | 
Honour of the Church and the Univerſities; and I am alfo wil- | 
ling to believe, that others, before they Addreſs, will conſider the 
Conſequences of what they do. But be the Effect what it will in Re- 
lation to the Addreſſers, paſt or to come; I am in very great 
hopes, that what T have ſaid, cannot fail to mitigate the Cenſures 
againſt thoſe Biſh»ps and Clergy, who have not, and will not, 
offer their Incenſe on theſe Occaſions; in other Words, that it 
will be a means to clear the Non-Addreflers from the Charge of 
Diſaffection, either to the Church and Univerſities, or to the Per- 
fons of theſe two Great Men. i :er:2 ei n, 
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